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27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the 

mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  
28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 

 

Well, we made it.  Thanksgiving is in the rearview mirror.  Everyone here, it would seem, 

survived Black Friday.  And now it’s finally okay, in most of our minds, to listen to those 

Christmas songs that have been playing on the radio since mid-October.  Maybe you’ve already 

heard Bing Crosby singing that song It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas.  And with just 

a couple days left in November I think we might start to agree with him.  What is it that makes 

Christmas look or feel like Christmas?  According to the song it’s candy canes and silver lanes 

and holly and toys and Christmas trees. 

But if you’re anything like me, then more than the decorations and the songs, what really 

marks Christmas is the hustle and bustle.  The lines at the stores get increasingly longer, your 

calendar fills up with social events and parties and concerts, there’s the daunting task of getting 

that family greeting card out to all the people on your address list, and on top of all of that maybe 

you’re trying to squeeze in some shopping time to go find presents for all your nearest and 

dearest.  One of the reasons why many of you look forward so much to our Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service each year is because it finally provides an opportunity to sit down in the 

midst of the business that is the holiday season to hear what Christmas is really all about. 

So I’m going to challenge you.  This year, during the season of Advent, over these next 

four, crazy, hectic weeks, don’t let that oasis at the end—whether it’s the Christmas Eve service 

or our worship the next morning on Christmas day—don’t let that be the only time you sit down 

and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.  Take some time over these next few weeks with 

one of the greatest gifts you’ve ever been given, God’s Word.  Sit down in the midst of all the 

crazy to let God fill your heart with the peace that Christmas is actually about.  The peace that 

Jesus came into this world to bring us: the gospel peace of forgiveness from your sins and the 

sure hope of eternal life in heaven.  If you want a starting point, on the back of the Connection 

Group homework this week is a list of 28 passages that you can look at by yourself or with your 

family over the next four weeks. 

Spending time in God’s Word—hearing what He’s done for us and what His will is for us 

today—isn’t just my personal advice to you, it’s the advice that Jesus Himself gives us.  Our text 

this morning is Luke 11:27-28: As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd 

called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  He replied, 

“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 

Now maybe you’re wondering what Jesus had just been saying.  If we back up to Luke 

11:14, you’ll find the account of a miracle in which Jesus drove a demon out of a man whom the 

demon had made deaf.  Once the demon was driven out and the man started speaking again 

someone in the crowd said, It’s by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that He is driving out 

demons (Luke 11:15).  Then Jesus went on to explain that it made absolutely no sense for Satan 
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to be driving out demons.  Rather, by His destruction of Satan’s work and Satan’s kingdom, 

Jesus was bringing about the kingdom of God. 

That’s when this woman who was standing in the crowd shouted out, Blessed is the 

mother who gave you birth and nursed you.  And she was right, wasn’t she?  Jesus was an 

amazing person.  More than that, He was Son of God who had come into this world to set sinners 

free from their slavery to sin and the devil’s kingdom.  Nothing Mary had done had earned her 

the right to bear Jesus for nine months, bring Him into this world, or raise Him as His mother.  

That was a gift of God’s grace.  Mary was truly blessed to be the mother of Jesus.  But she was 

blessed beyond that too.  Mary was blessed because she had received the sure promise of God 

(again, something she had done nothing to deserve) that this child of hers was the promised 

Messiah, the Savior of His people, and she believed it.   

The real reason Mary was blessed was because she had received God’s Word and taken it 

to heart.  And that is the point that Jesus makes.  In response to the woman who said, Blessed is 

the mother who gave you birth, He answered, Better yet, blessed are those who hear the 

word of God and obey it. 

As we make our way toward Christmas and even as we look back on our Thanksgiving 

celebrations of this past week, there is an important lesson for us here: we need to be careful not 

to make primary that which is secondary.  Was Mary blessed to be chosen to deliver the Christ 

child into this world?  Absolutely!  But that was only a secondary blessing compared to that 

which she had received in the Word of God and the blessings she would continue receiving as 

she treasured that Word, guarded it as something precious, and lived her life according to it. 

 

 

Are we blessed at Christmastime as we’re able to give and receive gifts, go to parties and 

events, take some time off from work or school, and enjoy the company of family and friends, 

the comfort of home-cooked food, and perhaps even the beauty of the first beautiful blanket of 

snow?  Absolutely!  But those blessings all pale in comparison to the far greater blessing that we 

have received in the Word of God. 

The title of our opening hymn this morning, which we’ll be using as our anthem this year 

during Advent was For You O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits.  Some of us might be able to fill 

pages and pages with the blessings we’ve been given over the past year.  Some of us might find 

it a little harder to fill up even one page.  But the one blessing we have all received—the one gift 

that enables our souls to wait in stillness and in peace despite whatever else may be going on in 

our lives—is God’s Word. 

There are two main ways that the Word brings that stillness into our lives.  The first one 

is through the work of the Gospel.  In the Bible, God reveals to us that our sins have been 

forgiven by the sacrifice that Jesus made in our place on the cross.  Along with the forgiveness of 

your sins, that sacrifice also secured a place for each and every one of you in heaven.  The Bible 

promises us that those rewards Jesus won for you on the cross cannot be touched by anything in 

this world.  They are being safe guarded for you by Jesus Himself as He rules over all creation 

with absolute power, so you can sleep peacefully and live with stillness in your soul knowing 

that your eternity is secure. 

The second way God blesses us through His Word is through the ongoing work of the 

Holy Spirit that we call sanctification, the process by which God the Holy Spirit through the 

power of the Word brings us ever more in line God’s will and in step with His law.  Not only has 

God given us the news of our salvation in His Word, He has also given us His law.  As we think 
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of all that we have to be thankful for, God’s law probably isn’t one of the first things we come up 

with.  While it’s true that as sinful people God’s law stands as a constant reminder of our 

shortcomings and our failures the chief purpose of the law is to be a blessing to us.  As 

Christians, purchased by the blood of Jesus, the law shows us the good and perfect will of our 

loving God.  It shows us how we can live our lives in a way that will praise and glorify our 

Savior, which in turn will be a blessing to those around us and even to ourselves. 

Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it.  As you study God’s Word 

over the coming days, look for two things.  First of all, look for that peace-giving, soul-stilling 

news of the gospel: the message of what your loving God has done for you.  And then, look for 

the loving direction of God’s law.  Remember that His law is meant to be a gift and a blessing to 

you, and that as you bring your thoughts and your speech and your actions captive to God’s 

Word, you have the promise of Jesus Himself that those who hear God’s Word and obey it will 

be blessed.  He is able to make that promise because even though in our sinfulness we have fail 

to obey God’s Word perfectly, He did not.  He kept it perfectly for you.    

There’s a somewhat tragic story about an eight-year-old boy named Walter who, a 

number of years ago, was stranded in the Canadian wilderness when he and his father were in a 

plane crash.  Walter’s father and the pilot both died in the crash so Walter waited alone for his 

mother to come and find him.  Fifteen days later before search teams finally found him.  What 

made the situation even more tragic was that while Walter was severely emaciated and on the 

verge of dying after fifteen days without food, he had been unknowingly sitting for those two 

weeks just feet away from a survival kit that held 24 days’ worth of food rations. 

Don’t pull a Walter.  Your survival kit is right here.  Despite all the distractions that this 

time of year can bring and all the blessings that we celebrate and enjoy this is still your primary 

blessing—the one you need more than any other.  This year, as we prepare to celebrate our 

Savior’s first advent, and as we wait for the day when He will come again, let the precious gift of 

His Word, strengthen you, nourish you, and bring stillness to your soul. 

Amen. 

 


